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Thethuuk Congtruction in Thai
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Thethuuk construction in Thai has been referred to as passive by many Thai
linguists (Chalyaratana 1961, Warutamasinthop 1975, Warotamas kkhadit 1963,
Lekhawattana 1970, Kullavanijava 1974, Wongbaisg 1979). | argue that the thuuk
congtruction is not a true passve, but rather aweak unbounded dependency construction
like the “Tough” congruction in English. Essentidly following Darymple and King's
(2000) analysis of English “Tough” congtruction, | propose that the thuuk construction
results from two grammatica processes. topicdization and functiond control. The first
grammatica function in the body of the path of the thuuk predicated is dways SUBJ of
the matrix verb, which comes from TOP of SCOMP, and the bottom of the path can be
either an embedded object or an embedded subject. The thuuk congruction in Thai is
gmilar to the so-called *passve’ congtructions in Mandarin Chinese and in Japanese,
which, according to Huang (1999) and Toyoshima (1996), are aso weak unbounded
dependencies.
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Thethuuk Congruction in Thai *

1. Introduction
The Thai sentence in (1) has been referred to as the thuuk construction
(Kullavanijava 1974). This sentence has a structure pardld to the sentencein (2).

(1) dessng thuuk maee i

Dang suffer mother  hit

‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) mother hit (him).’
(2) maee  tii  desang

mother hit Dang

‘Mother hit Dang.’

The object NP dasssngDang’ in (2) becomes the subject in (1), and thuuk is added
between this NP and the NP mesémother’ .

There is an adversative meaning associated with thuuk in (1), that is, its subject
suffers from an unpleasant experience. Although the status of thuuk is controversid,
many Thai linguists (Warotamasikkhadit 1963, Lekhawattana 1970, Kullavanijava 1974,
Wongbaisg 1979) consder this congtruction a passive.

thuuk hastwo functionsin Tha sentences. Firg, it isamain verb and
subcategorizes for an NP asin (3)*.

(8) daseng thuuk  [yp tau maese .
Dang touch body mother
‘Dang touched (his) mother’ s body.’

Second, it occursin the thuuk congtruction asin (1). The status of thuuk in this
congtruction is sill not clear. The structure of (1) is either a complex sentence (if thuuk is
andyzed as alexica verb) or asmple sentence (if thuuk is andyzed as apassve
marker).

Thereis adifference in the relation change of a sentence (1) compared to the
standard passive sentence in which the subject of the active sentence becomes an oblique
in the passve sentence. The NP massémother’ in (1) isin the same podtion in which it
occurred in (2); it is gl in the subject pogtion of the verb i *hit’, which means thet this
subject is not mapped to be an oblique asit would be in the standard passive. This
observation raises a question about the analysis of (1) asapassve. | argue that the thuuk
congtruction has a gtructure like (4), in which thuuk, asamain verb, requires aclausal
complement and the syntactic category of the gapped object and the matrix subject is
matched, which is a property of long-distance dependencies. The dependency between
the gapped object and the matrix subject involves functiond control.

* | would like to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to Stephen Wechsler who had spent alarge
amount of timein commenting on thisarticle. | wish to thank Lisa Green for her valuable suggestions. | am
grateful to Joan Bresnan, Mary Dalrymple, Jonas kuhn, and the participants at LFGO03 conference for
comments and criticism. | aso thank the participantsin Linguistics Department Colloquium at The
University of Texas at Austin on April 14,2003 for useful comments. Any mistakes that might be found in
this article are entirely my own responsibility.

11 will discussthe lexical entry of thuuk in 4.1.
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(4) deesng thuuk  [meee tii ]
Dang  suffer mother hit
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) mother hit (him).’

This congruction issmilar to the“Tough” congtruction in English such as (5), inwhich
the subject has the same referential index asthe trace.

(5) a Kim would be easy to bribe ___; .
b. Kim would be easy to prove Sandy bribed ;.

| thus propose that the thuuk construction in Thai, like the “ Tough” construction
in English, isa kind of weak unbounded dependency structure, and its dependency
involves a control relation in which the subject and its gapped object are identical.

| continue this paper with an overview of Tha syntax in section 2. In section 3, |
give the structure of passive congruction in Tha showing that there are two kinds of
congtructions, which are referred to as passves. dooy and thuuk constructions. | propose
that only the dooy congtruction isatrue passive. Then | present previous udies of the
thuuk congtruction and argue that it is not atrue passive. | show that thuuk in this
congtruction is amain verb which subcategorizes for a clausa complement in section 4.
In section 5, | propose an dternative analysis of the thuuk condruction in terms of
Lexicd Functiond Grammar (LFG), showing that this congtruction has two grammatica
processes. topicaization and functiona control. | dso show that the thuuk congruction is
gmilar to the “Tough” congruction in English and propose to classify this congtruction as
aweak unbounded dependency. Finally | conclude the paper in section 6.

2. Thai Syntax: Overview
This study is based on the didect of Tha spoken in the centrd part of Thailand,
where Bangkok, the capitd of the country, is Stuated. Thisdidect isused inthe
classroom and in conducting nationd affairs and is officidly consdered * Standard Tha’
or the nationa language of Thaland. It isin the Ta family, which is the monosyllabic
language family*. The Thai language has subject-verb-object (SVO) word order. The
phrase structure rule S [0 NP VP generates the following Thai sentences:

(6) Néy nd&n
Noy sleep
‘Noy sleeps.’
(7)ndy kin khaaw
Noy eat rice
‘Noy eatsrice.’
(8)ndy kin khaaw mio® waannii
Noy eat rice yesterday
‘Noy atericeyesterday.’
In (6), the verb nd&ridegp’ has only one argument, which is ndy ‘Noy’, while the verb
kin‘eat’ in (7) has two arguments, which are ndy ‘Noy’ and khéaw ‘rice’. The preverba

1 Some linguists such as Paul K. Benedict referred to Tai family as‘Tai Kadai’ in order to include many
Thai dialects such asKelao, Laguaand Lati spoken in Vietnam and Mainland China.

2 8= aback low vowel (I implement this symbol because of the limitation of fonts).

3 There are three diphthongsin Thai: ia, io, ua.
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argument NPs ndy ‘Noy’ in (6) and (7) are subjects, while the postverba argument NP
khdaw ‘rice’ in (7) isan object. In this paper, the term *subject’ refersto surface
grammatical subject, which is equivaent to Dixon'sterm ‘pivot’ (see Dixon 1994).

The most important property of Thal wordsisthat they do not reflect the
inflectiond change. Neither prefix nor suffix is required when they appear in a sentence.
Besides, tense is not marked on verbs, rather it is expressed by an adverb asin (8): the
adverb miowaannii ‘yesterday’ shows that this sentenceisin the past time (see the
structure of Thai words in Phanupong 1983). Verbs, in Thai sentences, are not inflected
in any condructions. For example in the passive congtruction, which | present in the next
section, the verb is not changed from the form it takes in the active counterpart.

3. Theconstructionswhich arereferred to as passivesin Thai
3.1 Two types of constructions which are referred to as passivesin Thai
Kullavanijava (1974:192- 202) proposes that there are two types of constructions,
which are cdled passve in Thai: the dooy (by) construction and the thuuk construction.
According to Kullavanijava, the dooy passive sentence (10) is generated from the active
sentence (9).

(9) ndkkhian mii chd® khian réng nan
writer  have name write story that
‘A famous writer writes that story.’

(10)rong nan khian dooy nékkhian mii chd
story that write by  writer have name
‘That story iswritten by afamous writer.’

In the active counterpart (9), the position before the verb khian *write' isthe subject
position. The NP rong nén ‘that story’ is advanced into this position in the passive
sentence (10) to be the subject of the sentence, while the NP nékkhian mii ¢hd ‘afamous
writer’ is demoted to be a“by-phrase’. Thereis no change of the form of the verb khian
‘writ€' in (10) since Tha verbs do not inflect as | have aready showed in the second
section. This condruction resembles the English passive except there is no morphologica
change in the verb form. The dooy passive congtruction is often heard on televison or
radio programs and is found in written works, which is consdered atrandation of
English passive sentences (Kullavanijava 1974: 196-197). The dooy congtruction is
indeed atype of passive.

The second type of construction that has been referred to as passiveis the thuuk
congruction asin (12). This sentence is said to be derived from the active sentence (11).

(1) meee tii  deseng
mother hit Dang
‘Mother hit Dang.’
(12) daseng  thuuk meee i
Dang  suffer mother hit
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) mother hit (him).’

In (12), the object NP desssngDang’ occurs in the subject position of the sentence, and
thereisthuuk in between this NP and the NP massemother’. Note that the NP masse

16 = aback central vowel (I implement this symbol because of the limitation of fonts).
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‘mother’ does not change the pogition in which it occursin the active sentence (11), that
is, it fill precedes the verb tii *hit.” And thisNP isoptiond asin (13).

(13) daessng thuuk tii
Dang suffer hit
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) (someone) hit (him).’

3.2 Previous studies of the “ thuuk” construction
3.2.1 the three main analyses of thuuk in the thuuk construction
In previous studies, thuuk has been andyzed in two ways. Thefird ideais
proposed by Chaoa Chalyaratana (1961). She analyzes thuuk as a passive marker
morpheme carrying a syntactic meaning: ‘passive’ . In proposing this view, she adopts the
Chomskyian ‘standard’ andlysis of the English passive, and postulates the base structure
(14) for the sentencesiin (11) and (12).

(14) S
/\
NP, VP
/\
\ S
| /\
aeeng thuuk NP, VP
‘ Dar]g! | /\
maese \% NP
‘mother’ | |
i t;

‘hit |

Inthisandyss, the active and passive have the same underlying structure, and the
passve trandformationa rule moves the object in an active sentence (11) to the beginning
of the sentence and adds thuuk &fter it in a passive sentence (12). Agent deletion can aso
apply here, which generates the sentence (13).

In the second andysis proposed and accepted by many Thai linguists
(Warotamasikkhadit 1963, Lekhaweattana 1970, Kullavanijava 1974, Warutamasinthop
1975 and Wongbaisg 1979), thuuk istreated as a verb meaning “undergo an unpleasant
experience’. In this verb analyss, Warutamasinthop (1975) treets thuuk asan auxiliary
verb, while the otherstreet it as a main verb. Warutamasinthop's analysisis cdled the
underlying auxiliary andysis. He proposes the underlying structure of the passve asin

(15).
(15) S
NPT AUX NP, P
Prog. Pass ‘
daeseeng thlJuk maese tii
‘Dang’ ‘mother’ ‘hit’
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Inthisanays's, the passve sentence such as (12) has an underlying structure of
itsown, with thuuk as an auxiliary verb asin (15). Warutamasinthop applies only one
rule, the agent deletion rule, to delete NP, for generating a sentence like (13). And this
ruleisoptiond.

For another verb analysis, here cdled the embedding andyds, other linguists treet
thuuk asthe main verb in the base structure. They propose the underlying Structure asin

(16).
(16) S
/\
NP, VP
/\
\Y S
| /\
Damseng thuuk NP, VP
‘Dang’ | T~
maee \Y NP
‘mother’ | |
tii dasseng
‘hit’ ‘Dang’

In this andys's, the passive does not have the same base Structure as the active,
but the relationship between these two congtructions ill holds. Thet is, the active
sentence maesetii dessaignother hit Dang' is a part of the passive sentence dassang thuuk
maeetii dessri@pang suffered (from the experience that) mother hit Dang’ inits
underlying sructure. The main point in thisanadysisisthat thuuk is treated asamain verb
in the base gtructure and it is obligatorily followed by a complement, which contains
verbs conveying unpleasant meanings. The trandformationd rule, which is goplied here,
is the one that requires the NP occurring with thuuk to be identical with the object NP in
the embedded clause.

In sum, Thai linguists proposed to analyze thuuk in the thuuk construction in three
ways. First, it istreated as passive marker. Second, it istreated as an auxiliary verb. And
third, it istreated asa main verb. Next, | discuss these three kinds of analysisin the view
of Wongbaisaj (1979).

3.2.2 Discussion of the three main analyses

Wongbaisg (1979) points out that the first analysis is weakly compatible with a
native spesker’ sintuitions in as much as we fed that a passive sentence is related in some
way to the active counterpart in having the same propositiond content. On the
assumption that the deep structure is determined by the meaning, it is more reasonable to
posit two separate underlying structures, one for the active and the other for the passive,
gnce the full meaning of the latter is particularly different from the former.

For the underlying auxiliary andys's, Wongbaisg indicates that it is descriptively
inadequate Since it gives an inconsstent phrase sructure rule for Thai, i.e. SO NP AUX
NP VP. | agree with Wongbaisg that there is no other instance of structure with an NP
between an AUX and aVPin Tha. The auxiliary in Thai aways precedes amain verb,
asin (17), in which the progressive auxiliary kamlang precedes the main verb tii * hit.

(17) maee kamlang tii deseng
mother PROG  hit Dang
‘Mother is hitting Dang.’
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No NP can appear between the auxiliary and the main verb, as shown in the
ungrammatical sentence (18).

(18) * maeee kamlang noy tii deseseng
mother  PROG Noy hit Dang

Given the datain (17) and (18), the underlying auxiliary analysisis not right for the thuuk
congructionin Thai.

Wongbaisg argues that the embedding analysisis the most gppropriate one since
it requires the fewest unnecessary mechanisms and leaves the fewest facts to be
explained. In thisanayss, thuuk and its embedded verb have a direct semantic
interaction such that the patient of the action and the * sufferer’ are the same person.
Whatever is done to the object of the embedded verb affects the subject of thuuk directly.
In other words, the patient of the embedded verb is the same as the agent of thuuk, so NP
dessndDang’ in (16), which is an agent of thuuk, isthe same NP as the patient of the
embedded verb tii ‘hit’.

Given the embedding andlys's, thereisno passve rulein Tha. Wongbaisg
(1979) proposes that the deletion rule deletes the NP following thuuk when it does not
appear, asin (13). She purposes further that the other possible rule or processinvolved in
the thuuk congtruction is pronomindization. In (19), the resumptive pronoun khaw ‘him’
isleft in the object position of the embedded clause.

(19) dasgng  thuuk meee ti khay
Dang suffer mother hit him
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) mother hit him.’

Even though Wongbgsai supports the embedding analys's, which does not
include the passive rule in the thuuk congtruction, she till calls this congtruction
“passve’. And for her, the thuuk construction is base-generated, that is, it is not derived
but directly generated in the base structure, and this construction alows the overt
embedded object, which co-refers with the subject of the matrix clause, asapronounin
(19) and afull NPin (20).

(20) desseng  thuuk maee tii  daesng
Dang suffer mother hit  Dang
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) mother hit Dang.’

One paoint that | would like to make here about why many Thai linguists refer to
the thuuk congtruction as apassveisthat this construction seems to have some meanings
of passive. Wongbaisg (1979: 208) indicates that the thuuk congructionin Tha
generdly has‘adversative’ connotations. The sentence that has no adversative
connotations in the thuuk congtruction is pragmatically odd asin (21).

(21) # deeeeng  thuuk meee  rak

Dang suffer mother love
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) mother loved (him).’

The adversative connotations of thuuk are carried over the sentence to show that
the patient suffered from an unpleasant experience. With such a connotation, the thuuk
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congruction is controlled by some semantic redtrictions dlowing only sentences with an
unpleasant association in connection with the patient (which in turn is the surface
grammatica subject of thuuk) to be generated. Consequently, the surface grammética
subject dessngDang’ in the thuuk congtruction (12) is the object of both thuuk and the
embedded verb tii ‘hit’ in the semantic sense, thet is, it is the entity which undergoesthe
event described by the embedded verb. Therefore, semantically the thuuk congtruction
seems to have some meanings of ‘passve’, which are the logica object has undergone
some events, and the NP massémother’ after thuuk ill has an agent role, whichisthe
person who does the action upon the patient.

The adversative meaning associated with thuuk in the thuuk congtruction mideads
many Thal linguigtsinto thinking thet it is a passve in site of the fact thet the
congtruction does not reflect the complete passivization process. That is, the subject is not
mapped to an oblique relation. Also, this subject is not the object of the verb thuuk that
gets promoted.

In sum, the embedding analysis seems to be the best analysis among the others for
showing the structure of the thuuk construction in Wongbaisaj’s view. Next, | show that
all previous studies still do not give a clear structure of the thuuk construction.

3.2.3 the relationship between thuuk and the following NP

| agree with Wongbaisgj that the thuuk construction has the structure as (16) in
which thuuk isamain verb that requires a clause complement, but | disagree that this
congruction is a passve snce the grammaticd relation between thuuk and the NP
following it is not clearly defined. Although the structure in (16) shows that the verb
thuuk subcategorizes for acdausad complement, we cannot definitdy claim that the NP in
the subject position of its embedded clause is not also the object of the verb thuuk since
we gtill do not have evidence for it.

Wongbaisg’s anaysis does not show the relationship between thuuk and the NP
following it elther. Besdes, her passve congruction is not different from the other
embedded structuresin Tha such asthe “wéaa’ congtruction in (22).

(22) dessng  songsay wéa  noy maa haa i | Khaw;
Dang suspect that  Noy come find i /' him
‘Dang suspected that Noy came to see (him).’

Given these observations, there are questions about the classification of the thuuk
congtruction as a passive. In order to verify the grammatica structure of the thuuk
condruction in Tha, we need to answer the following questions:

1) what isthe status of thuuk ?, and

2) what isthe grammaticd relation between thuuk and the NP following it?

In the next section, | show that thuuk in the thuuk congruction isamain verb that
requires aclausa complement.

4. The statusof thuuk in thethuuk construction
4.1 The lexical entries of thuuk and doon
As shown in the third section, the thuuk congtruction (12) has the sentence
counterpart (11). According to the embedding analyss, the verb thuuk in the thuuk
congtruction seems to require a clause complement. Thisis an important characteristic of
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the verb thuuk in this congruction since its meaning will be changed when it
subcategorizes for an NP asin (23).

(23) desng  thuuk  [yp tau  meee ].
Dang touch body mother
‘Dang touched (his) mother’ s body.’

Wongbgjsai (1979) and Pingkarawat (1989) claim that the verb thuuk in Thai is
onelexicd item with two sub-entries: thuuk in its active usage, and thuuk in its passve
usage. These two lexical sub-entries share the semantic Smilarities such asthey both
mean ‘to come in contact with'; both have the unintentiond feeture inherent in them and
both have an adversative implication associated with them.

However, the context is aso important in determining the interpretation of the
sentence. When the verb thuuk subcategorizes for an NP, the context plays a mgor rolein
determining whether the verb is interpreted with an inherent unintentiona action or has
an adversative implication. The examples arein (24) and (25).

(24) deseng congcay thuuk [ypmOO nit] phrd  longrak the' maa tang naan | s
Dang intend touch hand Nid because falinginlove her come for along time aready
‘Dang deliberately touched Nid' s hand because (he) had been falling in love with her for along time.’

(25)nit  chaddp thuuk [yp tau ndang] phrd tau th nim
Nid like  touch body sister because body her  soft
‘Nid liked to touch (his) sister’s body because her body is soft.

Given the contexts, neither the meaning of the verb thuuk in (24) nor (25) has the
unintentiond feature or the adversative feature associated with it. |, therefore, argue that
only thuuk that subcategorizes for a clause has a strict adversative feature inherent in it,
that is, the patient in such clauses undergoes an unpleasant experience.

Then, in the lexicon, the verb thuuk has two sub-entries. one subcategorizes for an
NP, which has no regtricted adversative connotation, while the other subcategorizes for a
clause and has a restricted adversative connotation. Only the sentence in which the
patient suffered from an unpleasant experience can be generated in the thuuk
congruction. The sentence that has no adversative connotationsis pragmaticaly odd asin
(20).

In the thuuk congtruction, doon, which aso means * suffered from the unplessant
experience’ can be used in the position of thuuk. Thisis shown in (26).

(26) deseng doon meee i
Dang suffer mother hit
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) mother hit (him).’

Wongbiasg (1979: 207) assumes that both thuuk and doon have the same
meaning and can occur in the same position when they subcategorize for aclause. In both
of them the patient of the verbs have an adversative connotation. The sentence (26) aso
comesfrom (11). Like the verb thuuk, only the sentences in which the patient is
understood as suffering from the unpleasant experiences are alowed to gppear with doon
in thistype of congruction. A sentence like (27) isweird and unacceptable.

1 o= acentral mid vowel (I implement this symbol because of the limitation of fonts).
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(27) ??7?2dasseng  doon kruu chom
Dang suffer teacher  admire
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) teacher admired (him).’

The difference between the verb thuuk and doon is reflected when they
subcategorize for an NP. For the verb thuuk, its subject is an agent: the person who does
the action (see (23) ), while for the verb doon, its subject is the experiencer : the person
who experiences the action, asin (28).

(28) daeng doon fon piak thang tau
Dang experience ran wet al body
‘Dang wasin therain (and he) got wet.’

In this paper, | follow Wongbaisg’' s assumption that both thuuk and doon can
occur interchangeebly in the thuuk congtruction. Throughout this paper, | give examples
of thuuk only since what gpplies to thuuk applies to doon.

4.2 The grammatical relation between thuuk and the NP following it.

In order to clarify the status of the NP massémother’ in the thuuk construction
(12), I use the *Complex NP Shift’” phenomenon to test for the grammatical relations
between the NP masémother’ and the verb thuuk on one hand, and between the NP
mastmother’ and the verb tii “hit’ on the other hand. The complex NP shift isthe
operation that has the function of moving a‘heavy’ (that is, roughly, long and/ or clause-
containing) NP from its norma position to the right of the end of itsimmediately
containing clause. Pogtd (1974 83) offers the generdization of the complex NP shift
phenomenon, which | adopt here asin (29).

(29) Complex NP shift only operates on an object.

This process gpplies in the English sentences asin (30), in which aheavy NP in the
object position can be extrgposed in (30a); while it cannot be shifted rightward when it is
in the subject position as the ungrammatica sentence in (30b):

(30) a Jack bought from Melvin---a book which taught him organic knitting.
b. * Are happy---all of the men who recovered from mononucleosis?

Pollard and Sag (1994 113) indicate that Postal’ s generdization in (29) dso
supports the subject-object Raising (SOR) andysis by virtue of the fact that the NPs
whose object satusisin question clearly undergoes complex NP shift as (31).

(31) a Pat believesto beaspy ____ everyone who was working for the Warren Commission.
b. ?Kim expectstobeontime___ every employee who was hired for the Christmas rush.

The phenomenon in (29) dso occursin Thai. The complex NP shift can operate
on an object asin (32) - (34), but not on the subject asin (35b) and (36Dh).

(32)a.dameng SO0 nangsdd caak noi
Dang buy  book from Noy
‘Dang bought a book from Noy’.
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b.deeseng s66 caak nGi-- nangsdd thii  paseng maak
Dang buy from No--- book that expensive very
‘Dang bought from Noy ---the book that is very expensive'.
(33)a khruu sang nékrien hdy pay phop
teacher order student give go see
* A teacher ordered a student to see him.’
b.khruu sang héy pay phop---nékrien thii maa saay modwaan
teacher order give go see --student that come late yesterday
‘A teacher ordered to see him ---the student who came late yesterday’.
(34) a. n6i khit waa nid khdmoy nangstd  caak daseng
Noy think that Nid steal book from Dang
‘Noy thinksthat Nid stole the book from Dang.’
b.n6i khit wéa nid khamoy caak dasmng-nangsdod thii  passang maak
Noy think that Nid stea from Dang--- book that expensive very
‘Noy thinksthat Nid stole from Dang---the book that is very expensive.’
(35) a. ndkrien thii maa saay modwaan s60 nangstd caak noi
student who come late yesterday buy book from Noy
‘ The student who came | ate yesterday bought a book from Noy.’
b.* s66 nangsdd caak noi----ndkrien thii maa saay modwaan
buy  book from No---student who come late yesterday
(86)a.nd6i khit wéa nid khon thii ydédén bon wethii khadmoy né&ngsdé caak dasseng
Noy think that Nid who that stand on stage steal book from  Dang
‘Noy thinksthat Nid who stands on the stage stol e the book from Dang.’
b.* n6i khit wé&a khdmoy nangsdd caak deeeng-nid khon thii yéoén bon wethii
Noy think that steal  book from Dang--- Nid person that stand on stage

Given this complex NP shift that operates only on the object in Tha, it can dso
reveal the grammatica relation between the NP massémother’ and the verb thuuk in the
thuuk construction. The NP masemother’ is not an object of averb thuuk since it cannot
undergo complex NP shift, asin (37¢). But this NP can occur with a rdative complement
before the verb tii ‘hit’ asin (37b), suggesting that it is the subject of that verb.

(387) a dessng  thuuk meee i
Dang suffer mother  hit
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) mother hit (Dang).’
b.deeng thuuk  [mese thii khd& khaw maa fang] ftii
Dang suffer mother that ask him come raise hit
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) the mother who adopted himhit (him).’
C.* dassng thuuk tii ---[mase thii k&  khaw maa  lang]
Dang suffer hit--- mother that  ask him come raise
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) hit ---mother who adopted him.’

One might suspect that the NP massémother’ after the verb thuuk in (37a), even
though it cannot undergo the complex NP shift asin (37c¢), may be raised from the
subject postion of the embedded clause to be the object of the matrix verb. | show next
that subject-to object raisng isnot possblein Thal.

In Thai, subject-to-subject raising is possble asin (38).

(38) a. duu mian waéa daseeng chdp duu 1@ng
seem that Dang like see  movie
‘It seemsthat Dang liked to see movies.’
b.daeeeng duumian waa chdp duu 1@ng
Dang seem that like see  movie
‘Dang seemsto like to see movies.’
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In (38a), the NP dassngDang’ occupies the subject position of the embedded clause,
while the subject pogition of the matrix clause is vacant (an expletive ‘it” isusudly
dropped in Thai). In (38b), the NP dasssngDang’ occupies the subject position of the
matrix clause, but it is related to the embedded clause, meaning that it isthe logica
subject of the embedded verb. In this case the embedded subject NP dsssmgDang’ is
raised to be the matrix subject.

However, subject-to-object raisng is not possblein Thai. There is a sentence
such asin (39a) cdled the“wéad’ congtruction in which the verb chééwaa ‘ believe that’
comesin pairs with closdy rdated meanings. Pingkarawat (1985) suggests that the verb
chdébwaéa ‘bdieve that’ isacompound verb which subcategorizes for aclausa
complement. The NP masemother’ after the verb chdowaa ‘ believe that’” cannot
undergo complex NP shift asin (39b), showing that this NP is not its object.

(39 a.ndi  chédwaa meee i daeseng
Noy believethat mother  hit Dang
‘Noy believed that the mother hit Dang.’
b.*n6i  chodwaa tii  deeseng- maee thii  kiB& khaw maa fang
Noy believethat hit Dang-- mother that ask him come raise
‘Noy believed that hit Dang— the mother who adopted him.”’

The thuuk condruction is aso pardld to the “wéa’ condruction in that the verb
thuuk subcategorizes for a clausa complement. Since subject-to-object raisng is not
possiblein the “waa’ congtruction, | assume that in the thuuk construction the subject NP
of the embedded clause, massémother’, does not raise to be the object of the verb thuuk.
Besides, this NP cannot undergo the complex NP shift asin (37¢), so it is not the object
of the verb thuuk. Ingtead, it has the function as the subject of the verb i ‘hit’ forming a
dause as the complement of the verb thuuk.

To sumup so far, | have provided evidence to show that thuuk in the thuuk
construction is a matrix verb which requires a clausal complement. The NP following the
verb thuuk is not its object, but it is the subject of its complement.

5. Thethuuk congruction: topicalization and functional control
5.1 The alternative analysis of the thuuk construction
5.1.1 Long-Distance Dependency: the topicalization of the thuuk construction
5.1.1.1 Thethuuk construction does not alow the referential object

In the fourth section, | have dready showed that the thuuk congtructionisa
complex sentence: the matrix verb thuuk requires aclausa complement. Thereisaso
another interesting point in this congruction, which isthet thereis no overt object in its
complement. And if it istrue that the thuuk construction (41) comes from the sentence
(40) asit isassumed by many Thai linguigts, it seems that the subject NP desssngDang’
in (41) co-refersto the missing object of its complement.

(40) meee il deseng
mother hit Dang
‘Mother hit Dang.’
(41) dessng  thuuk [meee i il
Dang suffer mother  hit
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) mother hit (him).’
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Kullavanijava (1974) proposes that the co-referentia object in the embedded
clauseisusualy required to be absent; only an object that conveys the meaning of
indusion * is dlowed in the sentence, asin (42):

(42) daseeng  thuuk phaa @t  cotmay
Dang suffer father  open letter
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) father opened (Dang's) letter.’

In (42), an NP cotmay ‘letter’ is dlowed because it is possessed (one sense of inclusion)
by dsssngDang’, the agent of thuuk. In this case, the letter must belong to ‘Dang’. It is
aso acceptable if the object belongs to the person who rlates to ‘ Dang’ (also a sense of
inclusion), but a possessive pronoun khddngkhaw' his' is required asin (43). The object
does not belong to desssngDang’ is not alowed, so the sentencein (44) is
ungrammatica.

(43) deeeng  thuuk  phda @zt cotmay kiddng B kBangkhaw
Dang suffer father open letter of girlfriend his
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) father opened his girlfriend’ sletter.’
(44) * deeeng  thuuk phaa @zt cotmay kiddng  nid
Dang suffer father  open letter of Nid
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) father opened Nid' sletter.’

Note aso that only an inanimate NP is dlowed for the overt object in the embedded
clause asin (453). The sentence turns out to be unacceptable if the overt object isan
animate NP asin (45b).

(45) a. dessng  thuuk thahaan phau baan khaangkhaw
Dang  suffer solider burn house  his
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) the soldier burned his house.’
b. ??deseng thuuk  thahaan phau phda khaangkhaw
Dang  suffer solider burn  father his
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) the soldier burned hisfather.’

Following Kullavanijava (1974), | assume that the referential object in the
embedded clause of the thuuk congtruction is usualy absent; however, an inanimate
object that conveys the meaning of inclusion with the subject can overtly occur.

In my analysis, | will deal only with the thuuk construction where the referential
object in the embedded clause is absent.

5.1.1.2 Topicdizationin Tha
Warotamasikkhadit (1995) proposesthat in Thai atopicalized argument can be
extracted to the front, to the end or to the middle of a sentence depending on the function
of the argument or the position of the argument as it gppearsin the sentence ( see more

! Thiskind of inclusion also occurs in the passive construction of Chinese and Japanese. Huang (1999)
showstheinclusive passivesin Mandarin asin (i) and in Japanese asin (ii).
(0] zhaldsan bei Lisi dadan-le yitiao tui.
Zhangsan BEIl Lis hit-break-PERF one leg
‘Zhangsan had hisleg broken by Lisi.’
(i) John-ga  Mary-ni kodomo-o sikar-are-ta
John-NOM Mary-DAT child-ACC scold-PASS-PAST
*John had his child scolded by Mary.’
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discussion in Warotamasikkhadit 1995). In fronting Topicdization, the object NP
phluying khon nii ‘thiswoman’ in (46a) can be extracted to the leftmost asthe topic of a
sentencein (46b).

(46) a.chan ch&p phluying khon nii
I like  woman CL this

‘I like thiswoman.’
b.[phluying khon nii]; ch&an chadp i
woman CL this | like

‘Thiswoman, | like.’

Topicdization usudly has two important properties. Oneisthat it isindeed
unbounded, which means that the dependency in question may extend across arbitrarily
many clause boundaries, and the other isthat, there is a syntactic category matching
condition between the filler and the gap.

Topicdization in Tha dso has those two properties. Firg, it is unbounded asin
(47b). The NP phiuying khon nii ‘this woman’ can be extracted from the second
complement clause to the topic postion.

(47)a.ndy khit waa chan chddp pliuying khon nii
Noy think that I like woman CL this
‘Noy thinksthat | like this woman.’
b.[phGuying khon nii]; néy khit waéa chdan chddp _
woman CL this  Noy think that I like
‘Thiswoman, Noy thinksthat | like.’

Second, the syntactic category of the filler and the gep are matched. Since the
verb chddg like' requires an NP argument, only an NP phluying khon nii ‘this woman’
in (47b) can beits argument, a PP kap phluying khon nii ‘with thiswoman’ in (48)
cannot.

(48)* [ppkdp phluying khon nii ]; ndy khit waéa chan chadp [p i
with woman CL this  Noy think that | like

5.1.1.3 Thethuuk congruction has Topicdlization's properties
The thuuk construction aso has the two properties of Topicdlization: unbounded
asin (49) and the syntactic category of the gap and thefiller are matched asin (50).

(49) a. dessng  thuuk meee i i
Dang suffer mother  hit
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) mother hit (him).’
b. deeeng thuuk ndy songsay wéa masee tii
Dang suffer Noy suspect that mother hit
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) Noy suspected that (his) mother hit (him).’
(50) a. [deeseng]  thuuk maee i i
Dang suffer mother  hit
‘ Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) mother hit (him).’
.* [kap deesng] thuuk maee i i
with Dang suffer mother  hit
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In (49a), the NP dassngDang’ is extracted fromits embedded complement, and in
(49b), the NP desssngDang’ can be extracted from the second embedded complement to
bein theinitia pogtion of the sentence. In (50), the verb tii “hit' requires an NP
argument, so only the NP dasssngDang’ in (50a), not an PP kap dasssngwith Dang’ in
(50b), can be its argument.

Besides, the subject of the thuuk sentence isredlly the topic. No other NP can be
topicaized in the thuuk congtruction as an ungrammatical sentence (51b).

(51) a. dessng  thuuk meee i i
Dang suffer mother  hit
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) mother hit (him).’
b.* meespg  deseng  thuuk i tii i
mother  Dang suffer hit

‘Mother, Dang suffered (rom the experience that) (his) mother hit (him).’

5.1.1.4 Thethuuk congruction has al properties of long-distance

dependency
The thuuk congtruction has the two properties of long-distance dependency,

unbounded dependencies asin (52) and obeying idand condraints asin (53).

(52) a. dessng  thuuk meee i i

Dang suffer mother  hit

‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) mother hit (him).’

b. deeeng thuuk néy songsay wéa masee tii

Dang suffer Noy suspect that mother hit

‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) Noy suspected that (his) mother hit (him).’
(53) * desmng  thuuk mase [khon thii kBd | maa liang] i

Dang suffer mother cl. that ask come raise  hit

‘Dang; suffered (from the experience that) mother who adopted ___j hit (him).’

In (52a), the NP desssngDang’ is extracted from its embedded complement, and in
(52b), the NP desssngDang’ can be extracted from the second embedded complement to
bein theinitid pogtion of the sentence. In (53), the gap cannot gppear in arddive clause
within an NP.

S0, the missing object in the embedded complement of the thuuk congtruction is
clearly the result of long-distance dependency.

5.1.2. the property of the verb thuuk: functional control

| proposed in the last section that the thuuk congruction involves long-distance
dependency. The syntactic category of the gapped object NP in the clausa complement
of the thuuk congtruction matches the matrix subject; no resumptive pronoun is alowed
in the position of the gap. As such, the gep has areferentia relaion with the matrix
subject. The structure in which the gap in the object position of the embedded clauseis
co-referentia with the matrix subject aso occursin the other Tha congtructions such as
the “hé&y” congtruction in (54) and (55), and the “wad’ congtruction in (56).

(54) dssseng  héy chan chauy _
Dang give I help
‘Dang let me help (Dang).’
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(55) deseeng b3k chan Wy pay haa
Dang tell | give go meet
‘Dang told me to cometo see (Dang).’

(56) deeeng  khit waa chan &8k
Dang  think that | deceive
‘Dang thinksthat | deceive (Dang).’

The gap after an embedded verb is the missng NP that co-refers to the agent of the
matrix verb. If the patient of an embedded verb appearsin that clause, it hasto bea
person that does not co-refer to the agent of the matrix verb asin (57), (58), and (59).

(57) deeseng  héy chan chauy puk
Dang give | help Pook
‘Dang let me help Pook.’

(58) deseng bddk chan Wy pay haa puk
Dang tell I give go meet Pook
‘Dang told me to come to see Pook.’

(59) desgeng  khit  waa chan 188k ik
Dang think that | deceive  Pook
‘Dang thinksthat | deceive Pook.’

Note that the co-referentid pronoun can aso occur in the object position of the embedded
clause when it is semanticaly emphasized that the object has to be the same with the
subject of the sentence as in (60) — (62), otherwise this position is absent asin (54) — (56).

(60) deseeng  héy chan chauy khaw
Dang give I help him
‘Dang let me help him, not the other.’

(61) desseng b&8k chan @y pay haa khaw;
Dang tel I give go meet him
‘Dang told me to come to see him, not the other.’

(62) desseng  khit  waa chan 183k khaw
Dang  think that | deceive  him
‘Dang thinksthat | deceive him, not the other.’

The missing object in an embedded clause of the thuuk construction asin (52)
shows that its structure is pardld to the above congtructions. The difference between the
congructionsin (54) — (56) and the thuuk condtruction in (52) is that, in the former, the
object can appear when it does not co-refer to the agent of the matrix verb asin (57) -
(59). The co-referentid pronoun is dlowed when it is semantically emphasized that the
object has to be the same with the subject of the sentence asin (60) — (62), whilein the
latter, the object, which does not co-refer to the agent of the matrix verb, does not dlow
asin (63), and the co-referentia pronounisnot alowed as | aready discussed in 5.1.1.1.
(63) *deesng  thuuk meee  tii nid

Dang suffer mother  hit  Nid
‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) mother hit Nid.’

Pingkarawat (1989) proposes that verbs héy ‘give', bddk' tdl’, and khit waa“think
that’ in the embedded congtruction, in which the co-referentid NP is missing, are control
verbs that assign control relation of the embedded subject to their indirect object asin the
examples (64), (65) and (66).
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(64 nuan hay g [phim  laa?33k]
Nuan give Phim resign
‘Nuan let Phim to resign.’
(65) nuan;  bddk lek [el hay e2[e3 wing  thuk  wan]]

Nuan tell Lek give run every day
‘Nuan told Lek to run every day.’

(66) nuan; khit waa [pro tddng  pay roongrian wanrii]
Nuan think say must go school today

‘Nuan; thought that (she) had to go to school today.’

Theverb hdy ‘give can subcategorize for either aclause asin (64) or for adirect
object and an indirect object asin (67).
(67)nuan hdy  khaném phim
Nuan give sweet phim
‘Nuan gave sweets (to) Phim.’

Pingkarawat (1989: 164-165) proposes that the verb hdy ‘give, when it
subcategorizes for acomplement clause asin (64), is the control verb that assigns control
of an embedded subject to its indirect object. The empty indirect object and the
embedded subject are co-referentid. Pingkarawat proposes that the type of the control
relation involved hereis ‘thematic control” since control gppliesto alexical NP ‘Phim’.
héy ‘give isthus averb that establishes thematic control over its embedded subject.

Pingkarawat (1989: 172) aso saysthat in a sentence like (65), thereis co-
referentidity between the arguments in the matrix clause and the argumentsin the
adjunct hay — clause. Since the verb héy ‘give' isathematic control verb, the embedded
subject e3 isassigned control to e2, theindirect object of héy. el and €2 are assigned
their antecedents by Pragmatic principle and the Digoint Reference respectively. (see
Pingkarawat 1989). | will not discuss the empty NP s antecedent Snceit isnot in the
scope of this paper.

For (66), Pingkarawat (1989: 123) states that the verb khit waa'think that’ isa
control verb that assigns control of pro to its subject. And she proposes that this type of
control is‘non-rigid control’ since alexical NP can aso occur in place of apro asin (68).
(68) nuan; khit waa [pro s+ /phimy tddng pay roongrian  wannii]

Nuan  think say must go  school today
‘Nuan; thought that she; /Phim had to go to school today.’

In sum, Pinkarawat shows that these three verbs: héy ‘give’, badk ‘tell’, anckhit
waa'think that’, are control verbs that assign control to ether their subject or their object.
with either the subject or the object.

As| have dready showed a the beginning of this section that the thuuk
congruction issmilar to the “héy” construction and the “waa’ congtruction, | propose
that thuuk in the thuuk construction has the same property with the verb héy ‘give inthe
“hé&y” congtruction and the verb khit waa‘think that’ in the “waa’ congtruction, which is
control function. The dependency between the missing object NP in the embedded clause
and the subject of the matrix verb thuuk in the thuuk congruction involves functiona
control since the subject and gapped object are identica. | therefore hypothesize a
functiona predication relation of the verb thuuk, represented by identifying the SUBJ of
the verb thuuk with the TOP of its complement, which is a sentential complement
(SCOMP), asin (69).
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(69) thuuk: (JPRED) = ‘suffer <(0SUBJ) (SCOMP)>’
(OSUBJ) = (OSCOMP TOP)

Thefirg grammatica function in the body of its path is dways SUBJ of the matrix

clause, and this path comes from TOP of SCOMP. Besides, the bottom of the path can be
either an embedded object asin (70), or an embedded subject asin (71). However, an
adjunct cannot be extracted asin (72).

(70) daeng  thuuk  [smaee tii ]

Dang suffer [ mother hit ]

‘ Dang suffered (from the experience that) (his) mother hit (him).’
(71) demeg; thuuk [ndy songsay [swéa __ ; tii nid]

Dang suffer  [Noy suspect that hit  Nid]

‘Dang suffered (from the experience that) Noy suspected that (he) hit Nid.’
(72) * médwaannii;  thuuk [smeee tii desng ]

Y esterday suffer [ mother hit Dang ]

| therefore hypothesize that the path of the thuuk congtruction isthat in (73).

(73) (OSUBJ) = (OSCOMP TOP)
(OSCOMP TOP) = (OSCOMP* SUBJ | OBJ)

Tosum up sofar, | propose that thethuuk construction in Thai hastwo
grammatical processes. topicalization and functional control. The full andyds of the
thuuk condruction is given in the next section.

5.1.3 The full analysis of the thuuk construction

As| have showed in 5.1.1 and 5.1.2, the thuuk congtruction involves long-
distance dependency (topicdization) with functiona control of the complement object by
the matrix subject. The congtituent structure and functiond structure of (70) isshownin
(74).

(74) a. constituent-structure:

I Pfy
/\
(A SUBJ) =V N=vy
DP VP
=\
Daseng Nzvy (» SCOMP) =v
‘Dang’ v IPf,
| /\
thuuk
(~sSuUBJ) =v Ay
DP VP
A |
maese A=y

‘mother’ \Y
|
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b. functional structure:

SUBJ [*Dang’]
f, PRED ‘suffer <(SUBJ) (SCOMP)>’
cTOP | ] —

UBJ  [“mother”]
SCOMP f, PRED ‘hit <(SUBJ) (OBJ)>'
OBJ [ ]

The functiona predication relation of the verb thuuk in (69) identifies the SUBJ
of the verb thuuk with the TOP of its complement.

Now, we cometo the last question: If the thuuk construction is not a passive, what
kind of condruction isit? As noted, the thuuk congruction in Tha involves long disance
dependency and the dependency between the gapped object and the subject of the matrix
clause involves functiona control. This structureis Smilar to the Structure of the
“Tough” congtruction in English, which isakind of Unbounded Dependencies (UDCs),
namely, weak unbounded dependency. | discussthiskind of congtructionin 5.2.

5.2 the thuuk construction as a weak unbounded dependency

The basic distinction between strong and weak UDCs that Pollard & Sag (1994:157)
discussis thet the former have an overt filler in anon-argument postion which is
strongly associated with agap asin (75).

(75) a Kimy, Sandy loves ;. (topicalization)
b. I wonder [who, Sandy loves 1]. (wh-question)
c. Thisisthe palitician [who; Sandy loves 1. (Wh-relative clause)
d. It sKim [who; Sandy loves 4] (it-cleft)
e. [What; Kim loves 1] issandy. (pseudocl eft)

The weak UDCs, on the other hand, have a constituert in an argument postion that isin
some sense co-referentid with the gap asin (76).

(76) a. | bought it; for Sandy to eat 1. (purpose infinitive)
b. Sandy; ishard to love 1. (tough ‘ construction’)
c. Thisisthe politician; [Sandy loves 1. (relative clause)
d. It'sKim [Sandy loves ___ 4]. (it-cleft)

In (76), there is no overt filler in a non-argument position; instead there is a condtituent in
an argument position that isinterpreted as co-referentid with the trace.

Asfor the“Tough” congtruction asin (76b), Darymple and King (2000), propose
that it involves long-distance dependency with angphoric control of the complement
object by the matrix subject. They show in their article that the “Tough” condruction has
al properties of long-distance dependencies. unbounded dependencies asin (77),
licenang paragitic gaps asin (78) and obeying idand congraints asin (79).

(77) a Thisbook istoo valuable to throw away.
b. Thisbook istoo old to get anyone to try to renovate.
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(78) Thisbook istoo interesting to read without really trying to understand.
(79) a. Kim would be difficult to imagine kissing.

b. * Kimwould be difficult to imagine [the likelihood of kissing] NP.

¢ * Kimwould be difficult to imagine a person [who likes] REL — CL.

Darymple and King propose that the dependency in the “Tough” congtruction
involves anaphoric control in which the subject and gapped object are co-referent but
gyntecticaly distinct. The“Tough” predicate subcategorizes for the thematic subject and
a COMP. The subject anaphorically controls the TOPIC of the COMP, asindicated by
the co-indexation, and the TOPIC fills an OBJ role within the subordinate clause via
functiond contral asit is shown in (80).

(80) Moths are tough to kill.

PRED ‘TOUGH < SUBJCOMP>’
SUBJ  [PRED ‘MOTH' |]
TOPIC [PRED ‘PRO |
PRED  ‘KILL <SUBJOBJ>'
COMP |SUBJ  [PRED ‘PRO 4]
oBJ [ ]

They as0 propose the path for the “Tough” predicate, whichisthe first
grammatica function in the body of the path is COMP, and the bottom of the path is
OBJ, asin (81).

(81) (OCOMP TOPIC) = (OCOMP XCOMP* ({OBL | ADJ}) OBJ)

The thuuk congructionin Tha issmilar to the“Tough” congruction in English
inthat it dso has the property of the long-distance dependency: unbounded dependency
in (52) and obeying the idand congraints in (53). And the dependency between the
matrix subject and the gapped object involves control relation. (see 5.1.2) So, | propose
that the thuuk construction in Thai can be counted as a kind of the weak unbounded
dependencies like the “Tough” congtruction in English. In addition, the so-called
‘passive’ condructionsin Mandarin Chinese and in Japanese are smilar to the structure
of the thuuk congtruction in Thai. According to Huang (1999) and Toyoshima (1996),
those constructions are aso weak unbounded dependencies.

6 Concluson

In this paper, | prove that the thuuk congtruction in Thai, which is congdered to
be the passive by many Thai linguidts, is not a true passve since it lacks the most
sgnificant characterization of standard passive: the relaion change. By using the
complex NP shift, | darify the grammaticd function between the verb thuuk and the NP
following it that this NP is not its object, but the subject of its embedded verb. | propose
the dternative andyssin terms of LFG showing that the thuuk condructionin Thal
involves long-distance dependencies, namely topicalization, and the dependency between
the gapped object and the matrix subject involves functiona control. Thiskind of
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condruction issmilar to the “Tough” congruction in English, thusit can be dassfied as
akind of weak unbounded dependencies.
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