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CONTEXTS, PATTERNS, INTERRELATIONS
THE CORPUS-BASED STUDY
OF MULTI-WORD EXPRESSIONS

OUR METHOD

Our project works strictly corpus-based and focusses on usage and variability of MWEs
(cf. Kathrin Steyer: Usuelle Wortverbindungen. Zentrale Muster des Sprachgebrauchs.
Narr 2013).
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Our corpus basis: DeReKo, corpus of written German, Corpus evidence is analyzed Our results: Fields of MWEs - Each node of the hierarchical network
over 6 billion tokens and structured links to a lexicographical description
(http://wvonline.ids-mannheim.de)

SLOTS AND FILLERS

MWEs are not as fixed as you might think. We use regular expression search
to study patterns and the elements that fill the slots. Different kinds of frequency
distributions can be observed.

zu #* Ohren gekommen wie #* in den Ohren fiir # Ohren ... klingen
[to #* ears come (past part.)] [like #* in the ears] [for # ears ... sound (verb)]
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e.g.: “It came to my ears that you are hiring. e.g.: “The proposal sounded like music in the ears of the minister. e.g.: “These words sound strange for Western ears.
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Sorge: Mirist nicht il Augen oder  |Ohren gekommen ,dass dieBel... |~ was dem Bonner dam...[wie | Hohn in den |Ohren klang? Grass, derber... |~ ‘nur noch’ 1. |fir westliche Chren | erschreckend klingt s |-
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von Irritationen an den B... |~ e el ot L YWiernheim klingen W 20089 eigen...|fir viele
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. 77 P 5 - 50 0
1 eine Drohung [a threat] 6 europaische [European] 19
Wasser [water] 4 manche [some] 11

Donnerhall [thunder] 3 ungetibte [unpracticed] 10

Balsam [balm] 3 die [the] 10
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01 i DISCOVERING EXTERNAL PATTERNS

Phone: +49 621 1581.414 “Jetzt heiRt es” (roughly: “now it calls for”) appears often to introduce the MWE “Daumen
Fax: +49 621 1581-200 dricken” (“to hold thumbs”). But if you study the phrase further, you learn that it selects

several more MWEs and shows characteristics of an MWE itself.
www.ids-mannheim.de/lexik/uwv.html

uwv@ids-mannheim.de

Kootlurrenzen  syntagmatische Muster
Street add S 5% Jevar heifv s Jetzt heifit es ... Daumen driicken [hold thumbs] — “wish for luck”
ree a ress: [=3=] 58% Jetzt heillt es C - - .
e — 208 Sovar beie =s searion : § ommon pragmatic function:
Institut fiir Deutsche SpraChe Dzumen 100% Jetzt heiBt es Daumen driicken ir [NOW lt Calls for."] Armel hOChkrempeln [rOH up SleeVeS] — “make an effort” .gn -
RS, 6-13 — o Seves neiss 4 wereen encouragement, pacification
3-68161 Mannheim dricaen 1008 Jevst heite es Daumen drichen Nerven bewahren [keep nerves] — “keep calm in a difficult situation
ermany Abschied 100% Jetzt heilt ez Abachied nehmen wvon . .. ” P
Phone: +49 621 1581-0 cinmal 1998 Jeves nesst s exse cioma einen kithlen Kopf bewahren [keep a cool head] — “keep calm .
Fax. +49 621 1581 -200 1.=-_trat 100% Jetzt he:f.ﬁt es e:j:st_élnmallmal i . . Common Semantlc Structure:
e _ Armel 100% Jetat Reift es dis Semel hochirempein|sufizemein Mund abputzen [wipe mouth] — “forget the negative and carry on” )
Info@lds_mannhelm.de ::_.‘l.:-lputzen izz: jetzt :E:T.Zt es H1:1nd :jlhputzen und IVIWES referrlng -to body
www.ids-mannheim.de — e R i ” i
ble:EI:Ch 1;;: je:z: 29121: as bjize::lﬁen beiBen Kopf hOCh [head up] —> Cheer up parts (or thlngs closely
© 2014 IDS Mannheim mar 1008 Jevt heids es muz noch Augen zu und durch [eyes closed and through] — “pull through” related to the body)
hochk rempeln 100% Jetzt heibt es die|Armel hochkrempeln und
bewahren 100% Jetzt heibt es Buhe|Nerven bewahren und
M]tglled der zupacken 100% Jetzt heibt es ... zupacken

Collocation analysis of “Jetzt heildt es”
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