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Abstract

In order to implement a parsing system for
Modern Greek (MG) free subject Verb MWEs
(Samaridi and Markantonatou: 2014), we created
a corpus of 2569 free subject verb MWEs, we
studied their syntactic structures and we propose a
simple and exhaustive classification of them.

1. Introduction

MWEs can be classified into lexicalized and
institutionalized expressions (Bauer, 1983) with
regard to their semantic compositionality.
Lexicalized expressions can be further divided
into fixed, semi-fixed and syntactically flexible
with regard to their flexibility (Sag et al, 2001).
The classification of the free subject verb MG
MWEs by Fotopoulou (1993) covers a wide
range of verb MWE syntactic structures but it
defines a large number of classes (13 in all) and
leaves out sentential constituents of verb MWEs
and phenomena related with them such as subject
control: e.g. n EAévn; €payej Tov kdGHO va TOV
Bpey = Helen; ate; the world to find; him (‘Helen
searched everywhere to find him’).

Drawing on the study of about 2600 verb MWEs,
we propose a classification that does not depend
on specific grammatical frameworks and
exhaustively classifies free subject verb MG
MWES in a small number of classes (5 classes).

2. Classification of verb MWESs

MWEs show a degree of semantic non-
compositionality and/or a degree of morpho-
syntactic inflexibility. In each case, there is a
degree of fixedness between the verb and its
complements.  Following  morpho-syntactic
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criteria, we classify MG free subject verb MWES
into five (5) categories as shown below:

a. verb + inflexible XP [fixed (i, ii) or semi-
fixed (iii, iv)]: e.g.

i) n Mapio Nme [NP 10 apiinto vepod]
the Mary drank [NP the non-speaking water]
‘Mary is silent.’

i) n Mopia éneoe [PP and 100 oOvveea]
the Mary fell [pp from the clouds]

‘Mary was taken by surprise.’

iif) 1 Moplo; £€gtrace [AP  televtoio; kot
Karoidpmpévn;]*

the  Mary; arrived [Ap last; and
battening;]

‘Mary arrived late.’

iv) 1 Mapio; kévey [XP mog dev PAéney]”
the Mary; does; [XP that not seej]
‘Mary ignores something.’

b. verb + [XP with inflexible head + XPgen]:
e.g.

i) M Mopio; tpdet [NP [ta viyw]  z7g]
the Mary; eats [NP [the nails] hers;]

‘Mary is nervous.’

i) 1 Mopia avaye [NP [to Aoumdkia] zov
Kaora] — m Mopia [XPgen tov] dvoye [NP to
Aapmdxio]’
the Mary lit  [NP [the lamps] the
Costas] — the Mary [XPgen he] lit [NP the
lamps]

‘Mary irritated Costas.’

iii) 1 Mapia madaotnke [PP [ota diytva] zov
Kaora)
the Mary was caught
Costas]

[PP [in the nets] the

Y The adjectives (‘televtaia’, ‘kataidpopévn’) agree in
gender, number and case with the subject.

2 The verb ‘xéver’ behaves as a control verb and the subject
‘n Mopia’ is the controller.

® The possessive genitive ‘Tov Kdota® can be replaced by
the weak personal pronoun ‘tov’ that precedes the verb.



‘Mary was trapped by Costas.’

iV)n Mapia pnike [PP [oto povBodvi] zov
Kaota]l — n Mapia [XPgen tov] panke [PP
670 povbouvi]
the Mary entered [PP [in the nostril] the
Costas]— the Mary [XPgen he] entered [pP
in the nostril]

‘Mary was annoying Costas.’

c. verb + two inflexible XPs [fixed (i-iv) or
semi-fixed (v)]: The order of constituents is
usually fixed: e.g.

i) M Mapia ékove [XP [NP v tpixa] [NP tpiytd]]
the Mary made [XP [NP the hair] [NP rope]]
‘Mary exaggerated things.’

i) N Mopia éByare [XP [NP 10 @id1]
™mv 1pvma]]
the Mary pulled [XP [NP the snake] [PP from
the hole]]

‘Mary found a solution for a difficult problem’

iii) n Mapia wéetel [XP [PP and éxmAnén] [PP og
exmAngn]]
the Mary falls
surprise]]
‘Mary is taken by surprise all the time.’

iv) 1 Mopia tpapdet [XP [NP 10 okowi] [XP
péxpt vo omdocet]
the Mary pulls
until to break]]
‘Mary crosses the line.’

V) 1M MocpwtJ ékavej [NP pavpa pétia] [XP va tov
dey]’
the Mary; made  [NP black eyes] [xP to him
seej]

‘it took Mary a lot of time to meet him.’

[PP amo

[xP [PP from surprise] [PP to

[XP [NP the rope] [XxP

d. verb + an inflexible XP + a free XP: e.g.

i) nMopia épaye [NP tov Kdota] [NP Adyavo]
the Mary ate [NP the Costas] [NP cabbage]
‘Mary beat Costas.’

ii) n Mapia épi€e [NP 10 umaAdxt] [PP otov
Koota]
the Mary threw

Costas]
‘Mary put the blame on Costas.’

iii) 1 Mapia Mpbe [PP ota yépw] [PP pe tov

Koota]
the Mary came [PP into hands] [PP with the
Costas]

[NP the ball]  [PP to the

* The verb “éxave’ behaves as a control verb and the subject
‘n Mopia’ is the controller.

‘Mary had a fight with Costas.’

e. verb + three XPs (at least one inflexible): e.g.
i) n Mapia £dwoe [PP otov Kdota] [NP Aapn]
[PP v oxoMa]
the Mary gave [PP to the Costas] [NP handle]
[PP for comments]
‘Mary gave a handle to Costas for comments.’
i) n untépa éxoave [NP v Moapia] [[NP tom]
[PP o710 £OMO]]
the mother made [NP the Mary] [[NP ball]
[PP into wood]]
‘the mother beat Mary brutally.’

3. Diagnostics of constituency

Given the morpho-syntactic inflexibility, it is
difficult to use the constituency diagnostics that
apply to compositional structures.

When the degree of inflexibility is high, the

diagnostics that apply are the following:

a. Fixed word order (2.c: i): 1 Mapia éxove
[[mv tpixa] [tpya]] — *n Mapia €kave
[[tpya] [y tpixal].

b. No external elements intervene between the
components (2.c: iv): 1 Mopia tpafdet [[To
okowi] [uéxpt va omdboel]] — *n Mapia
tpofaet [to okowi] b [péypt vo, omdoet].

When there is a high degree of flexibility, the

following diagnostics also apply:

a. Reordering (2.d: ii): n Mopio épi&e [NP t0
uroidki] [PP otov Kowota] — n Mapia épi&e
[PP 6tov Kdota] [NP 10 umaAdxt].

b. External modifiers of the entire range of
MWE (2.b: i): 1 Mapio; tpdet [NP [tor viya]
mgl > M Moapie Tpdet A [NP [to voylo]
mg] = the Mary; eats again [NP [the nails]
hers;].
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