Classification of Modern Greek Free Subject Verb MWEs (based on flexibility)
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V Grammatical framework independent
V Five categories

V Broad coverage of phenomena
V 2569 Free Subject Verb MWEs

1. verb + one inflexible XP [fixed (i), semi-fixed (ii)]

i) nMopla Ame [NP to apiAnto vepo]
the Mary drank [NP the non-speaking water]
‘Mary is silent.’

i) *n Maplo, eédtace [AP tedevtaio kot kataibpwuevn]
the Mary; arrived [AP last; and  battening]
‘Mary arrived late.’

*n Mapia’ controls the AP.

2. verb + one [XP with inflexible head + XPgen]
i) n Mapia; tpwel[NP [tavoxa] tng]
the Mary; eats [NP [the nails] hersj]
‘Mary is nervous.’
ii) n Mapia avaye [NP [ta Aapnakia] tov Kwota] — n Mapia
[XPgen tou] avaye [NP ta Aaumakia]
the Mary lit [NP [the lights] the Costas] — the Mary
[XPgen he] lit [NP the lights]
‘Mary irritated Costas.’

3. verb + two inflexible XPs [fixed (i), semi-fixed (ii)]:

The order of constituents is usually fixed:

i) n Moaopia ékave [XP [NP tnv tpixa] [NP tpixa]]
the Mary made [XP [NP the hair] [NP rope]]
‘Mary exaggerated things.’

i) *n Mopio; ékave; [NP pavpa pdtia] [XP vo tov ey
the Mary, made; [NP black eyes] [XP to him see]
‘It took Mary a lot of time to meet him.’

*The verb ‘€kave’ behaves as a control verb and the subject ‘n
Mapia’ is the controller.

4. verb + one inflexible XP + one free XP:

i) n Mapila €daye [NP tov Kwota] [NP Adxoavo]
the Mary ate [NP the Costas] [NP cabbage]
‘Mary beat Costas.’

ii) n Mapla npBe [PP ota xépla] [ PP pe tov Kwota]
the Mary came [PP into hands] [PP with the Costas]
‘Mary had a (psysical) fight with Costas.’

5. verb + three XPs (at least one inflexible):
i) n Mapia €6woe [PP otov Kwota] [NPAafn] [PPywa
oxXOALa]
the Mary gave [PP tothe Costas] [NP handle] [PP for
comments]
‘Mary gave a handle to Costas for comments.’

ii) n untépa €kave [NP tnv Mapia] [[NP tomi] [PP oto £0A0]]

the mother made [NP the Mary] [[NP ball] [PP into beating]]

‘Mother beat Mary brutally.’
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